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⊹ Thank you for joining us this evening.

⊹ The session is being recorded and will be made available 
on abicommunity.org

⊹ If you have questions, please enter them in the chat and 
we will do our best to address them in this session.
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Participant Introductions

⊹ Parents: write your child’s name, grade, school district 
and something you love about them.

⊹ Professionals: write your role, school district (if it 
applies) and something you love about your work
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Speaker Introduction

⊹ Dr Cindy Ryan is an associate professor and Early 
Childhood Program Coordinator at Western Oregon 
University. She has twenty years of experience as an 
early childhood special educator in inclusive programs 
prior to moving into higher education.
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Welcome!1



Our evening...
× Intro & Overview of our evening
× What is a portfolio & why is it 

important?
× Strategies in putting a portfolio 

together
× Resources
× What’s bubbling to the surface 

(Q & A)?
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I am A…
⊹ Mom of three grown children-Zach, Caitlin & Jordan
⊹ Grandma to Zephyr, an amazing 9 year old
⊹ Dog mama is a naughty pup named Ruthie
⊹ Daughter, sister, friend
⊹ Teacher
⊹ Student
⊹ Advocate
⊹ Lover of water, agates, and books
⊹ Recently became a baker
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Take a minute...
⊹ It’s been a day :)
⊹ Centering ourselves
⊹ Celebrate that we are here
⊹ Feel free to use chat feature & 

participate as you are 
comfortable

⊹ Be ready to try on some new 
ideas

⊹ Gather a paper & something to 
write with

Ready?
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What is a portfolio?2



A portfolio is…
⊹ A document that introduces a child, or helps others get to 

know about a child
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A portfolio is…
⊹ Strengths-based way to get to know who the child is and 

what makes them unique
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Portfolios-Why?3



Why create a portfolio?
⊹ Introduce your child and family to teachers and IFSP/IEP 

teams
⊹ Flips the IEP language-needs (deficit)based to strengths 

based
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Why create A portfolio?
⊹ Gives you a chance to share what you know best
⊹ Gives new teachers and/or team members an opportunity to 

learn about who your child is
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Portfolios-a family’s 
perspective4



⊹ Isaac’s family- “A portfolio sounded difficult, but once I 
started it, I couldn’t stop. It really helped us share who 
our beautiful boy is with his new teachers.”

⊹ J.’s family- “...I was afraid his new team wouldn’t know J. 
and I wanted them to see him and love him as much as 
we do. The portfolio helped me put that into words and 
pictures.”
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Portfolios-a teacher’s 
perspective5



As a former teacher…
⊹ I wanted to do my best for every child
⊹ Would receive their IFSP or IEP file…learn test scores, 

read reports, outcomes-goals, etc., but that didn’t tell 
me the story of the child

⊹ Receiving a portfolio was like getting a gift
⊹ Helped me to understand and get ready

× Prep activities, environment, etc.
⊹ Helped me to see who the child and family was
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Let’s take a minute to check in…
⊹ Please take a moment to reflect & think about what 

wonderings you have right at this moment
⊹ What questions do you have so far?
⊹ What are thinking about portfolios at this moment?

If you are comfortable, please share in the chat box
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Components of a 
Portfolio6



Before we start…
**Important to remember…the portfolio you create will be 

unique to your family and child. 

You do NOT have to include everything we discuss-make it 
your own

⊹ There are no rules
⊹ It includes what you want to include & is as long or short as 

you want it to be
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A beginning list…
⊹ Think about who you are creating this portfolio for & 

what you want them to know (IEP team, new teacher, 
child care provider, etc.)

What to include…

⊹ Introduction to your child & family
⊹ Family mission statement
⊹ What makes your child unique? Who are they?
⊹ What do they love…activities, foods, play, etc.
⊹ What they can do
⊹ Photographs, artwork
⊹ Notes, quotes from friends, teachers, etc.
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A beginning list…
What to include…

⊹ Things that work & things that may be difficult for your 
child
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Let’s take a look…
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Let’s take a look…
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Tips & strategies7



Make a list…
⊹ Who should read this portfolio?
⊹ What do you want them to know about you and your 

family?
× Family mission statement, goals, visions for you 

child & family
⊹ How do you see your child interacting with the world 

around them?
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Make a list…
⊹ What do you want them to know about your child?
⊹ What would help the reader get ready for your child’s 

arrival in their classroom or environment?
⊹ Consider writing a letter…this can help formulate your 

thoughts & ideas
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Let’s try it…
⊹ Take 3 minutes to think about & write down three 

things you would want a new teacher and/or team to 
know about your child

⊹ If you are willing, please share in the chat box
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Let’s try it…
⊹ What are 3 things that work & 3 things that don’t work 

for you child
⊹ Again, feel free to share & let’s talk…
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Putting it all together & sharing…
⊹ It doesn’t have to be fancy or high tech
⊹ Hard copy-cut & paste photos, paper materials (scrapbook 

style)
⊹ Word document
⊹ Use powerpoint, Canva, other programs to help organize
⊹ Send ahead to teacher or bring to meeting to share
⊹ Discuss and share with whoever you are sharing it with
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Let’s talk8



Let’s talk...
⊹ Thoughts?
⊹ Questions?
⊹ Other wonderings...
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Thank you!9



Need anything?
⊹ Feel free to contact Cindy at:

Dr. Cindy Ryan

Western Oregon University

ryanc@mail.wou.edu

(503) 838-8604
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IEP Support available at NWDS

⊹ IEP review, prepare for an IEP meeting, understand rights, get 
information and resources

⊹ Maria Rangel (Spanish) mrangel@nwdisabilitysupport.org 
503-262-4029

⊹ Chelle Johnson (English)  chelle@nwdisabilitysupport.org 
503-238-0522

⊹ Drop-in zoom on Thursdays 12 PM to 2 PM. Register on events 
calendar at www.abicommunity.org/events

⊹

44

mailto:chelle@nwdisabilitysupport.org


Kindergarten Inclusion Webinar Series
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Past Events (Available online)
January: IEP Rights, Laws, Tools & 
Tips for Inclusion
February: Writing Inclusive Goals

April 14th  |  5:00pm-6:30pm
Visual Supports and 
Communication to Support 
Success in Inclusive Settings

May 12th  |  5:00pm-6:30pm
Behavior Supports and Strategies

Eventos pasados (disponible en línea)
Enero: Derechos, leyes, herramientas y 
consejos del IEP para la inclusión
Febrero: Escribiendo metas  inclusivas

14 de Abril  |  5:00pm-6:30pm
Apoyos visuales y comunicación 
para respaldar el éxito en 
entornos inclusivos

12 de Mayo  |  5:00pm-6:30pm
Apoyos y estrategias para el 
comportamiento



Free templates for all your presentation needs

Ready to use, 
professional and 

customizable

100% free for personal 
or commercial use

Blow your audience 
away with attractive 

visuals

For PowerPoint and 
Google Slides

46

https://www.slidescarnival.com/?utm_source=template

