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Expressive  
Communication/ 

Augmentative Communication 

Writing 

 Oral and Written Language Development 
(Koppenhaver, Coleman, Kalman & Yoder, 1991, adapted from Teale & Sulzby, 1989) 
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Why Music?? 

• Offers auditory supports 
- gets student’s attention 
- often a preferred activity 
- pulls in ‘right brain’ learning 
- helps students focus on rhythm,  
   rhyme, alliteration, etc. 

• Students can physically  
   manipulate: 
- symbols 

- graphics 

- words 

 Songs . . .Why?
• repetition 
“Dirty, dirty, dirty socks”

• easy to 
make 

   visible

• rhythm
  rhythm
  rhythm!

 Songs . . .Why?
• repetition 
“Dirty, dirty, dirty socks”

• easy to 
make 

   visible

• rhythm
  rhythm
  rhythm!

Song
boards
• D.I.Y.
• simple to fancy
• consider shape, choices,
  etc.
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Why Music?? 
• Offers visual supports 
Useful for students: 
- on the autism spectrum 
- with cognitive delays 
- with auditory processing 
   problems 

L)5%%;Q))@2#-=S@#$1)

• Supporting students who struggle with expressing 
or identifying their emotions 
• We overlay support unto their emotions 
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http://www.augresources.com/vindex.html?cat55.htm  
Tri-Fold Literacy Choice Boards 
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Repetition with Variety:   
Wheels on the Train 
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Kick It Up A Notch!!
Pet Unit!

0&%-1%$2)3-'4$1)

^_  >#/%;'$1)!)%+&8.5<)%&8.4/#)(5.)(#5%&8.
^  Z)%'(.#.&,'(.',.'(99.'/(-.!/#'.R,<X)(.8,%&8.',.)(#5.

^  Z)%'(.'/(.&#-(.,=.'/(.-#%&.$/#)#$'()@.#4.'/(R.!#'$/.

@",-%/)<%,/'$1)

Dear Class, 

Today we have a new book! 
It is about zoo animals.  The title 
of the book is ‘Dear Zoo.’  I hope you 
like it! 

Miss Caroline 

4&#7(.
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Light Tech Supports!

-cookie sheet!

-magnetic alphabet!



PRESCHOOL POWER:  Phonemic Awareness and 
Emergent Writing Fun! 

3/2/14 

Dr. Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite   
www.aacintervention.com            http://
aacgirls.blogspot.com/  15 

!"#$#;#1'(,;)*+,-%$%..)

nu.#.&6;4;%C%;)47%994.,=.:)(#7%&8.5,!&.!,)54.
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QUFf.gQ2.

•  QR99#:9(.9(*(9.
•  T&4('^)%-(.9(*(9.
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Slide by Martine Smith 

!"#$#;#1'(,;)*+,-%$%...

Word level 
Syllable level 

Intra-syllabic level (onset-rime) Phoneme level 

Slide by Martine Smith 

8%`$'4#$.
>/,&(-%$.#!#)(&(44.)(=()4.',.'/(.
#:%9%'R.',.=,$<4.,&.#&5.-#&%1<9#'(.
1/,&(-(4.%&.41,7(&.!,)54.
(((((((((:63-&6#(?"65$&'(76&"#(?"*-,0@(1".6^D.

What’s important is conscious, 
analytic knowledge !

3?a.

Correlational studies have identified 
phonemic awareness and letter 
knowledge as two of the best 
school-entry predictors of how well 
children will learn to read during 
their first 2 years in school  .
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<%.%,-(")5'$/'$1.)
>g.;)#%&%&8.ZTVlQ.',.Q<11,)'...
-   learning phonemic awareness 
-   learning to read 
-   learning to spell (for younger students    
    without disabilities) 

>g.ZTVlQ2...
-  Across age groups (best for younger students) 
-   Across SES groups 
-   Across ability groups 

<%.%,-(")5'$/'$1.)

!*)B-,'$'$1)+#-G.)K0@B)+"%$)
-   teaching is EXPLICIT 
-   teaching is FOCUSED (1-2 kinds of activities) 
-   MORE is not always BETTER 

- (5-18 hours most effective) 
-   LETTERS are included 

!*)3M<W@Q)))
-   In small GROUPS 
-   With teachers or COMPUTERS 
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B-,$.A#-2,4#$)K'$1#77) Alphabet Song 
W./(914.5(*(9,1.#&.Y(#)..
.1)%&'X.=,).9(0()4.

W.1),*%5(4.#.19#$(./,95()..
.=,).9(0()4.

W.4,-(.$/%95)(&.8('.6^O.
.R(#)4.,=.1)#$+$(..
.:(=,)(.'/(R.4'#)'..
.4$/,,9.

•  g91/#:('.$/#)'.

•  g91/#:('.:,,74.ED.#.!((7@.%&$9<5%&8.
:,,74.)(9#'(5.',.R,<).',1%$AJ.

•  /01233!!!"-(5"<&$"(5<3#/43$954.

•  >,!()1,%&'.:,,7.'(-19#'(4..

*;A",H%2)*(4C'4%.) ?'1")B%(")*;A",H%2Q)*AA.77)

What’s our 
goal?? 
• auditory – 
‘place’ for each 
letter 

• visual – 
familiarity with 
upper & lower 
case letters 

Interactive Alphabet 
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!'$2%-%.2Q))*((%..'$1)2"%)*;A",H%2)

Sound Substitution !

Goal:  To support the development of sound 
substitution, which requires listening to 
words, then substituting the initial sound to 
create a rhyming word (ex:  Giggley goggley 
Gathan, a gorilla sat on Nathan.) 

:-%,2%/)H=Q))8,;%)V,-/$%-S5#E)
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*AA-#E'&,4#$.)F)0--#-.),-%)
*((%A2%/),$/):0J0K<*B0877.

O)@26/%$2.),-%)*;;#+%/)2#)>,G%)0--#-.2..
W.\*#9<#+*(.=((5:#$7.%4.8%*(&@.',./(91.4'<5(&'4.9(#)&.5<)%&8.
(#$/.#$+*%'R.
.^.\L2.Q'<5(&'4.#)(.')R%&8.',.C8<)(.,<'.!/,4(.&#-(.
)/R-(4.!%'/.'/(.&,&4(&4(.*()4(@.r%889(R.r,889(R@.
r#'/#&@.#.r,)%99#.8#99,1(5.',.dddddddddd.
.^.A&2-,,"20(?".*-&."B((c(&&R.)#%4(4./()./#&5@.!(.4#R.".".".
Yf---@.r#'/#&.b.c(&&Rj..c(&&R.b.r#'/#&j.._,'.#.
)/R-(AX.
.^.;-,,"20(?".*-&."B((_#'/#&.`<-14.<1.b.!(.4#R.".".".YN('X4.
4((@.r#'/#&.b._#'/#&j.._#'/#&.b.r#'/#&j..B'X4.#.)/R-(AAX.

@#6$/)@6H)!-%.("##;Q))3'$2%-)R$'2)
Sneaky snowman Snanna, 
The snowman sneaked up to Anna . . . 
And sneaked a kiss on her ear!  

Sneaky snowman snalan!
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>#-%)<"=&%.77)

Transfer to Shared Reading !
Make a Giggley People Book 

1.  Giggley Goggley Gathan, 
     A gorilla sat on ___________! (Nathan)

 2.  Giggley Goggley Genna, 
     A gorilla sat on __________!  (Jenna)

3.  Giggley Goggley Gericka, 
              A gorilla sat on __________!  (Ericka)

Transfer to Shared Reading !
Make a Giggley Things Book 

1.  Giggley Goggley giger, 
     A gorilla sat on ___________! (tiger)

 2.  Giggley Goggley gable, 
     A gorilla sat on __________!  (table)

3.  Giggley Goggley gat, 
              A gorilla sat on __________!  (cat / mat)
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   Sound
 Box Songs

  26 pages: How To’s & symbols
www.aacintervention.com

Make It!
• Tempo Loop
   Fabric / auto 
   headliner
   (Lockfast)

• foam core art
   board (Wal-
   Mart/Michaels
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babyʼs sleeping  shh
 shh
 shh

@#6$/)K#E)5;'AH##G)

@'$1'$1)2#)J%,-$):8)

!"#$#;#1'(,;)*+,-%$%..)

F/,,4(.4',)%(4.!%'/2.
W.*;;'2%-,4#$)

^  4##$'60-,(4,,$%"5()$0/(4**#".(
^  9$C(9#""*8(9/""*(

W.<"=&'$1)
^  D,-)&(D"6,E((F6&5@(F6&5@(G$&'",.(H/+I!(
^  G$,"J((G$,"J((96$5(=,.K(=2<+$,"(

W.@#6$/)0b%(2.)
^  L&(=8(M6#N(
^  :-$.8(=-&.0",.E((:-$.8(O--(

@",-%/)<%,/'$1)
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*)2#)0)K##G)

1) Picked letter C from Alphabet Flipbook 
2) Picked pets, then cat from Eye Gaze Flipbook 
3) Chose cat from her Eric Carle book 

@(,C%$1%-)?6$2)J%I%-)K##G.)

•  Q'<5(&'.!)%'(4.#.9(0().<4%&8.#9'()&#+*(.1(&$%9.

•  F,^$,&4')<$'4.M.$,&5<$'4.#&.%&'()*%(!.4,$%#9.4$)%1'.
–  :R.F#),9%&(.k<44(9!/%'(.M.$)(!@.DGGG.
–  r,.',.!!!"##$%&'()*(&+,&"$,-.=,).-,)(.4,$%#9.4$)%1'.%&=,.

•  ;#7(4.1/,',4@.)($,)54.)(4<9'4.,).'#7(4.#&.%'(-.

•  ><'4.%&.:,,7^'#$'<#9.:,,7@.>,!()>,%&'.:,,7.


