
Entrance Task
think about a child you are supporting through a transition.  Take a moment to 
write down...

● a strength that will help that person succeed in their new environment
● A strategy that the team is implementing to plan for a successful 

transition

Talk with your neighbor about what you wrote.
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Desired Outcomes for Today
1. Create a common understanding of the Transition process between levels

2.  Understand the components of a Transition process from Primary to Middle 

School in the WLWV School District 

3. Understand the roles of various participants (Principals, General Education 

Teachers, Special Education Teachers, Counselors, Instructional 

Coordinators) roles in creating and implementing a transition plan to Middle 

School

4. Share in one team and families story of a successful Transition



District-Wide Framework,Structures, and Tools

The “what” of inclusive practice













What are Basic Human Needs for Transition?

○ Be safe and feel safe 
○ To be happy  
○ Belonging 
○ To be successful 
○ To communicate and feel understood 
○ To regulate stimulation and arousal



“Look on every 
exit as being an 

entrance 
somewhere else”

-Tom Stoppard



Who Are WE?
Boeckman Creek Primary School

● Located in Wilsonville, Oregon WLWV 
School District

● Enrollment-531 students
● Daily Schedule (7:50-2:10)
● Student Schedule:  Each student has one 

general education teacher and music and 
wellness teachers

● Special Education:  Inclusive 
Practices-students attend in their home 
school

● 3 Learning Specialists

Meridian Creek Middle School

● Located in Wilsonville, Oregon, WLWV 
School District

● Enrollment-357 students 
● Daily Schedule (9:15-3:45)
● Student Schedule:  Each student has 5-6 

different general education teachers daily 
in 5-6 different locations in school

● Special Education:  Inclusive 
Practices-students attend their home 
school

● 3 Learning Specialists



Goodbye Primary School...

Formalized rites of passage and the importance of recognition (basic human need)

○ 5th Grade Middle School Warm Up
○ 5th Grade Recognition Ceremony
○ Bobcat Showcase and other End of Year Celebrations
○ End of Year Portrait
○ BL Video?checkout_clean.cfm



Hello Middle School!

Middle school expectations are rigorous

○ As students progress from primary to middle, rigor and expectations increase
○ Students transition from one main teacher to subject specific teachers
○ From a group oriented schedule to an individual schedule 
○ Social interactions become more complex and nuanced 



“Planning things 
rather than 

letting them 
happen”

-Robert Ebstein



Q: “How do you feel about 
transitioning into Middle 

School?”
“Excited!” ~Zilare, Gr. 5

“I’m scared; too many 
teachers watching me!” 
~Damien, Gr.5

“Excited...but it might be 
hard with lockers and 
stuff” ~Ashton, Gr. 5



Transition Activities for All Students
● Principals and Counselors bring students from Primary to Middle School to 

visit and tour-April

● Middle School Principals visit primary schools and talk with 5th graders-April

● Forecasting Forms given to students-sent home-April

● Middle School Parent nights-April and May

● 6th grade Curriculum Night-August

● First Day of School:  6th graders only, meet all staff members, community 

buildng, lockers, schedules



Transition Activities For Some Students
● Parent night for families who are receiving special education services

● Student Services staff (learning specialists, SLPS, Instructional Coordinators) meet at 

sending schools to share information and observe students

● Learning Specialists/SPED Staff attend IEP meetings held in the spring at sending 

school

● Instructional Coordinators set up opportunities for parents to visit receiving school

● Transition meetings are held for a few students

● Jumpstart

● Student visits prior to school starting



You’re Going To Love This Kid!!
Sped Staff Transition Meetings Held in April and May

● Share Strengths, Challenges and “What works”

● Share Parent Communication-email, call, frequency

● Look at IEP present levels, goals, progress and services/accommodations

● “Eyes on” Students:  Observe in class, meet student, answer questions about 

Middle School

● Determine if more transition activities are needed:  Transition Meeting, 

Parent contact/visit, Jumpstart, Fall school visit



Q: “How did you feel about 
transitioning into middle 
scHool?   How do you feel 

now?”
Two 6th Graders reflect on how they 
felt about coming into middle school.



Three P’s

Prior-Knowledge, 

Planning, and 

Practice

“Studies show that giving 

a mental road map for 

what’s to come eases 

anxiety for all!”

  In the Time Magazine 

article, Planning is 

Prevention, psychologist 

Robert Epstein stresses 

the importance of a plan.  



Jump  Start!
● Planners and Planning
● What is a combination lock?
● Organization: soft skills explicitly taught
● Building Community

“If you do everything that’s easy and nothing that’s hard, 
then what will you ever accomplish?”  -Lukas 

“Everything equals up to trust!” ~Landon

“Nothing’s impossible!” ~Paul



“Parent voice + School Voice = 
Student Success”

~Darlene Good, Parent of Meridian Creek 6th Grade Student



Change over time In Transitions……..WLWV
● Transitions and inclusive practice have evolved in the 8 years that we have 

lived in Oregon

● My son’s needs have not held him back from having a real public school 

experience
○ Participating in Assemblies

○ Unified Basketball and Soccer

○ Track and Field with the right supports

○ Participation in the classroom groups, curriculum, and projects!



Ask away!

Questions answered by 
educators, administrators, 
and parents! 



Thank You for Coming!
Please contact us if you would like to further our 

conversation:  versteek@wlwv.k12.or.us, 
voigtc@wlwv.k12.or.us, lapidem@wlwv.k12.or.us, 

deetsz@wlwv.k12.or.us


